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39. A patient care and communication system, including: 

a plurality of remote stations positioned at various locations throughout a facility; 
a plurality of zone controllers; 

a central station interconnecting the remote stations and facilitating communications 
therebetween by determining which remote stations are transmitting and which remote stations 
ate receiving, and by establishing communication links between the transmitting and (he 
receiving stations through the zone controllers, the communication links being operated in a 
master-slave relationship wherein a master station controls a data link included in the 
communication link and transmits command frames to a slave station. 
^ The system of claim 39 wherein the zone controllers are the master stations and the 

Jf^ remote stations are the slave stations. 

41. The system of claim 39 wherein the master station communicates with the slave 

► 

station in one of an initialization state and an information transfer state. 

42. The system of claim 39 wherein the slave station responds to a command frame by 
sending a message frame to the master station. 

43. The system of claim 39 wherein the message frame includes five fields. 

44. A patient care and communication system, including: 

a plurality of remote stations positioned ar various locations throughout a facility; a 
central station interconnecting the remote stations and facilitating communications therebetween 
by determining which iraS^^pjjdons are transmitting and which remote stations are receiving, 
and by establishing com^^^pon links between the transmitting and the receiving stations; and 

a fail safe bus c^^^^ibetween each remote station; 

wherein upon-^^^^^pflie central station, the remote stations operate in a local mode 
utilizing the fail safe bus. 

45. The syste m ofclairn 44 wherein the remote stations operate in a local mode utilizing 
the fail safe bus in resjjto^^activation of a fail safe device connected to one of the remote 
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stations. 

46. The system of claim 45 wherein the fail safe device is one of a nurse call switch, a 
code blue switch, and an emergency switch. 

47. A patient care and communication system, including: 

a plurality of remote stations positioned at various locations throughout a facility, each 
remote station including a processor and a memory; 

a central station interconnecting the remote stations; and 

a plurality of patient control units, each connected to a respective remote station, each 
patient control unit including a nurse call button; 

wherein upon activation of a nurse call button, the processor of a respective remote 
station generates a message frame and stores the message frame in the memory of the respective 
remote station. 

48. The system of claim 47 further including a plurality of zone controllers connected 
between the plurality of remote stations and the central station, each of the zone controllers 
including a memory. 

49. The system of claim 48 wherein the message frame is transferred to a zone controller 
memory when the zone controller polls the respective remote station. 

50. The systeni^^m 49 wherein the message frame is transferred to the central 
station when the centra^^^^polls the zone controller. 

51. A patient car^HffSommunication system, including: 

a plurality of remote stations positioned in a plurality of patient rooms throughout a 
facility, each remote station including a microphone; 

a central station interconnecting the remote stations; and 

a plurality of nurse control stations connected to the central station, each nurse control 
station including a monitoring switch; 

wherein upon activation of a monitoring switch at a particular nurse control station, the 
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